Weekly Compilation of 


Presidential 
Documents 


Monday, August 29, 1988 
Volume 24—Number 34 
Pages 1073-1092 





Contents 


Addresses and Remarks 
Bush, on e, campaign rally in Los Angeles, 


Wilson, Senator Pete, campaign fundraiser in 
Irvine, CA—1079 
Appointments and Nominations 
White House Office, Special Assistant to the 
President for Public Liaison—1088 
Bill Signings 
De ent of Housing and Urban 
a Agencies 
Aoeeiee Act, 1989, statement—1073 
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988, remarks—1077 


Price-Anderson Amendments Act of 1988, 
statement—1075 


Letters and Messages 


Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988, letter—1082 


Orders 


Budget, emergency deficit control measures for 
fiscal year 1989—1087 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 
PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 








Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, 
National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 
20408, the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents con- 
tains statements, messages, and other Presidential materials re- 
leased by the White House during the preceding week. 

The Weekly Compilati Presidential D. is pub- 
lished pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Register 
Act (49 Stat. 500, as amended: 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under regula- 





Proclamations 


National Drive for Life Weekend—1088 
Neurofibromatosis Awareness Month—1076 
Women’s Equality Day—1089 


Radio Addresses 


Republican National Convention and Vice 
ame George Bush’s achievements— 


Statements by the President 


Budget, omoumaney deficit control measures for 
fiscal year 1989—1088 

Czechoslovakia, 20th anniversary of the 
Warsaw Pact invasion—1074 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


Republican Presidential campaign efforts in 
ifornia—1087 


Supplementary Materials 


Acts approved by the President—1091 
Checklist of White House press releases—-1090 
i of other White House announcements— 


Editor’s note—1092 
Nominations submitted to the Senate—1090 


tions prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal 
Register, approved by the President (37 FR 23607; 1 CFR Part 
10). 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Di will be furnished 
by mail to domestic subscribers for $64.00 per year ($105.00 for 
mailing first class) and to foreign subscribers for $80.00 per year, 
payable to the Superintendent of Documents, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The charge for a single copy is 
$1.75 ($2.20 for foreign mailing). 

There are no restrictions on the republication of material ap- 
pearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Di 











Week Ending Friday, August 26, 1988 


Statement on Signing the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development— 
Independent Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 1989 


August 19, 1988 


Today I signed into law H.R. 4800, the 
“Department of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment—Independent Agencies Appropria- 
tions Act, 1989.” The legislation funds Fed- 
eral housing, veterans, science, and other 
important programs for the coming Fiscal 
Year. 


The Act contains necessary funding for 
the Space Station “Freedom.” The Space 
Station will advance the frontiers of scientif- 
ic knowledge and strengthen cooperation in 
space among the United States and _ its 
Allies. The Act also provides important 
funding needed to restore the Nation’s 
Space Shuttle capability, which is essential 
to national security and the effective use of 
space to meet our economic needs. Al- 
though the Act permits the transfer of a 
specified amount of Department of Defense 
funds to the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration to fund certain space 
activities, it does not require such transfer 
and therefore does not mandate action in- 
consistent with the Bipartisan Budget 
Agreement to which the Congressional 
Leadership and I agreed last November. 


In addition to providing the funds to con- 
tinue the Nation’s leadership in space, the 
Act funds essential federal housing assist- 
ance programs, supports vital efforts to im- 
prove the environment, and provides veter- 
ans the benefits they earn by answering the 
Nation’s call to arms. 


The HUD—Independent Agencies Ap- 
propriations Act is only the second of the 
13 appropriations bills for Fiscal Year 1989 
that the Congress must send me before it 
completes its work for the year. In past 
years, the Congress has sent me a single 
mega-bill called an “omnibus continuing 
resolution” that wraps up the various appro- 
priations bills in a single bill that spends 


$600 billion of the taxpayers’ money. The 
mega-bill approach does not permit the 
Legislative and Executive branches to exer- 
cise the necessary control over Federal 
spending. 

I urge the Congress to continue its work 
and send me the remaining 11 appropria- 
tions bills in a timely fashion and within the 
funding levels of the Bipartisan Budget 
Agreement. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
August 19, 1988. 


Note: H.R. 4800, approved August 19, was 
assigned Public Law No. 100-404. The 
statement was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on August 20. 


Radio Address to the Nation on the 
Republican National Convention and 
the Achievements of Vice President 
George Bush 


August 20, 1988 


My fellow Americans: 

You and I had the privilege of attending 
quite a party this week in New Orleans. Of 
course, I’m talking about the Republican 
National Convention. And let me tell you, 
when the Grand Old Party throws itself a 
grand old party, it can even give the exu- 
berant folks of New Orleans a lesson or two 
in how to have fun. 

I was moved beyond words to see my 
very, very good friend and colleague 
George Bush accepting the nomination for 
President. On Monday night, I said I 
wanted to work as a foot soldier in George’s 
campaign. After hearing his speech Thurs- 
day night, all Americans could see what I’ve 
seen for 8 years: dedication, integrity, and 
commitment to principle; a strong man and 
a strong leader. I’ve said many times that 
George has the experience, the credentials, 
the savvy, and the, well, the just plain grit 
to be President of the United States. Jerry 
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Ford put it so beautifully in his address 
Tuesday night: “When his nation needed 
him to fly 58 combat missions during World 
War II, George answered America’s call. 
When our intelligence agencies were under 
seige during the 1970’s, George made a 
vital contribution to our national security by 
restoring their dignity and integrity.” I said 
the other night that, as Vice President, 
George Bush brilliantly served his nation’s 
quest for peace by playing a vital role in 
the process that has led to the historic INF 
treaty that will eliminate an entire class of 
U.S. and Soviet nuclear missiles. 

He also led the battle on a quiet but abso- 
lutely critical front in our struggle to re- 
store America’s economic strength. I’m talk- 
ing about his determined attack on unnec- 
essary government regulations that had our 
economy under siege and were assaulting 
job creation. Yes, if you’re one of the many 
millions of Americans who has found a new 
job in the last 8 years, one major reason 
that job exists may well be George Bush. 
And one other thing: George has always 
given me straight-from-the-shoulder advice 
and counsel on how we could advance our 
vision for the future, and he’s always been 
candid with me when we disagreed. That’s 
the George Bush I know best. But there’s 
also the George Bush who’s a father of five, 
grandfather of ten, a devoted husband, a 
man never too busy to take the time to 
help a friend who needed him. 

The strength and wisdom of George Bush 
was reflected this week in the strength and 
wisdom of the Republican Party itself, just 
as the energy and enthusiasm of the party 
were reflected in the energy and enthusi- 
asm of Senator Dan Quayle. Dan was elect- 
ed to the Senate on the day I was first 
elected President. Dan shares with George 
Bush and me a vision of an America and a 
world no longer threatened by the specter 
of nuclear attack. That’s why Dan has la- 
bored with conviction for the Strategic De- 
fense Initiative. And he shares a vision of 
opportunity for all Americans. And that’s 
why he’s stood with George Bush and me 
throughout the fight to lower tax rates and 
increase opportunity for all Americans. 

Throughout the week our party’s leaders 
came together in a display of force and 
grace—the no-nonsense wit and wisdom of 
Bob Dole, the intellectual dynamism of Jack 
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Kemp, a big-hearted populism of Tom 
Kean, the Texas gusto of Phil Gramm, and 
so many others. And there were those who 
brought a special message of unity to the 
party. Like me, Jeane Kirkpatrick and Bill 
Bennett were once Democrats, and like me, 
they’ve found a home in the Republican 
Party. Yes, Bill and Jeane and all those who 
spoke proved that the Republican Party is a 
party proud of its vision for the future and 
ready to lay it out in detail. 

Just look at the Republican platform. This 
40,000 word document spells out the views 
of George Bush and our party on almost 
every major issue facing the Nation today. 
Like it or not—and I like it—when you read 
it, you know where George stands. Now, 
compare it with the 4,000 word document 
passed by the opposition last month in At- 
lanta. That document is a plethora of plati- 
tudes, and it points up the difference be- 
tween the two parties. Our friends in Atlan- 
ta won’t tell you what they'll do if they get 
elected, but George Bush and Dan Quayle 
already have. George and Dan and our 
party have spread their roadmap out on the 
table for all to see, while the other guys 
won’t tell us where they’re going and won’t 
even give us directions. It will take more 
than platitudes to convince the American 
people: It will take the courage to stand up 
for principle. 

Yes, this week, as in every week for the 
past 8 years, George Bush has stood up for 
principle. He’s been in on the tough deci- 
sions, working for peace through strength 
and prosperity through liberty. And I’m 
proud to stand with him. 

Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:06 a.m. from 
his ranch in Santa Barbara County, CA. 


Statement on the 20th Anniversary of 
the Warsaw Pact Invasion of 
Czechoslovakia 


August 20, 1988 


August 21, 1988, marks the 20th anniver- 
sary of the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact invasion 
of Czechoslovakia. That invasion put a 
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brutal end to the so-called Prague Spring, 
during which the people of Czechoslovakia 
sought to implement political and economic 
reforms which would have moved their 
country away from tyranny and closer to its 
own democratic traditions. The Soviet-led 
invasion stopped this reform process and 
has left a 20-year legacy of political repres- 
sion and economic stagnation. 

An entire generation has been born and 
raised since tanks rolled through the streets 
of Prague, crushing the hopes of Czechoslo- 
vakia to determine its own destiny. Brave 
men and women within the country, such 
as the signatories of Charter 77 [a Czecho- 
slovakian human rights initiative], continue 
to struggle for freedom and long overdue 
reforms, which remain the fervent hope of 
Czechs and Slovaks. We take the occasion 
of this anniversary to salute these people 
and to express firm agreement with their 
conviction that, in the end, truth will pre- 
vail. 

We also take this occasion to note that 
the winds of change now sweeping across 
the Soviet Union and parts of Eastern 
Europe cannot bring fundamental reconcil- 
iation between East and West until histori- 
cal injustices, such as the 1968 invasion, are 
forthrightly dealt with and corrected. The 
so-called Brezhnev doctrine, which was 
used to justify the invasion, should be 
openly renounced by Moscow. Soviet troops 
should be removed. The peoples of Eastern 
Europe should be free to choose their own 
system of government. There must be an 
end to the cruel and artificial division of 
Europe which continues to split that conti- 
nent from the Baltic States through Berlin 
to the Balkans. Only true self-determination 
of peoples can bring genuine peace and sta- 
bility to Europe and to the East-West rela- 
tionship. 


Statement on Signing the Price- 
Anderson Amendments Act of 1988 
August 22, 1988 


I have today signed into law H.R. 1414, 
legislation that extends for 15 years the 
Price-Anderson Act, the law that protects 
the public in the event of a nuclear acci- 


dent and that makes feasible commercial 
nuclear power generation. This ne. legisla- 
tion preserves the public’s right to speedy 
compensation in the event of a nuclear ac- 
cident and expands the ievel of protection 
to over 7 billion dollars. 

I sign this legislation in the midst of a 
summer that has brought record tempera- 
tures to much of our country. As a conse- 
quence, many of our utilities find them- 
selves near the limits of their power-gener- 
ating capacity. 

The current limits to our electrical gener- 
ating capacity are already being felt: clocks 
losing time because of voltage reductions, 
temporary losses of power at moments of 
peak demand, and the necessity of employ- 
ing backup generators at hospitals and like 
facilities that have this capacity to meet 
emergency needs. 

The implication of this situation is clear: 
Our Nation must move forward into a new 
era of safe, economical, and clean nuclear 
power. Nuclear power, like our other do- 
mestic energy sources, is not subject to for- 
eign supply interruptions and does not add 
to our balance-of-payments deficit. Nearly 
100,000 megawatts of electricity are provid- 
ed by nuclear power each year, enough to 
meet approximately 20 percent of the coun- 
try’s electricity demand. To replace this 
energy with electricity produced by oil 
would require two million barrels of oil per 
day, pump 350 million tons of carbon diox- 
ide into the atmosphere each year, and, if 
the demand is not met from domestic re- 
serves, worsen our trade deficit by more 
than 1 billion dollars per month to purchase 
foreign oil. 

Enactment of an extension of Price-An- 
derson is the latest in our steps to assure a 
reliable, expanding supply of nuclear power 
for the Nation. The Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission is moving forward to improve 
the efficiency of its licensing process while 
still assuring that any safety questions are 
fully resolved before major new power 
plants are constructed. We have worked 
with the Congress to enact legislation that 
will put in place safe, environmentally 
sound disposal facilities for the low-level 
and high-level wastes that are the product 
of nuclear power plants. Private industry is 
developing improved nuclear reactor tech- 
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nologies that promise to be simpler, safer, 
and more economical. These steps are sup- 
plemented with this extension of Price-An- 
derson protections to assure a sound basis 
for operating these new reactors. 

In signing H.R. 1414, I note the presence 
of one provision that warrants careful con- 
struction in order to avoid constitutional 
problems. Accordingly, I am stating my in- 
terpretation of that provision to make cer- 
tain that the Act is implemented in a consti- 
tutional manner. 

Under the Constitution the President 
enjoys plenary and exclusive authority to 
determine whether and when he should 
propose legislation to the Congress. Section 
7 of H.R. 1414, however, might appear to 
require the President to submit legislation 
to the Congress under certain circum- 
stances. In order to avoid constitutional dif- 
ficulties, I will construe section 7 as recom- 
mendatory rather than obligatory. 

Signing into law this extension of Price- 
Anderson protection for the public ir 1988 
is a reflection of the continuing commit- 
ment of this Administration and of the Con- 
gress to secure the public’s right to a safe 


and economically secure future. To kecp 
America strong, nuclear energy truly must 
realize its full potential as a technology. I 
= pleased to take this step to assure that 
goal. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
August 20, 1988. 


Note: H.R. 1414, approved August 20, was 
assigned Public Law No. 100-408. 


Proclamation 5848—Neurofibromatosis 
Awareness Month, 1989 


August 22, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Neurofibromatosis is a potentially debili- 
tating genetic disorder that causes tumors 
to develop in nervous system tissues. It af- 
fects one in 3,700 Americans. There are 
two known types of neurofibromatosis. The 
great majority of patients have NF-1. char- 
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acterized by six or more dark patches on 
the skin and by tumors on peripheral 
nerves. The tumors can be severely disfig- 
uring and painful and can also result in 
bone deformations and visual impairment. 
In the less common NF-2, tumors occur 
within the central nervous system, usually 
damaging nerves crucial to hearing and bal- 
ance. 


Individuals with neurofibromatosis, their 
families, and the health professionals who 
help them can all benefit from new guide- 
lines for the diagnosis and management of 
this condition developed last year in a con- 
sensus conference at the National Institutes 
of Health. At the conference, scientists 
studying the genetics of neurofibromatosis 
presented particularly encouraging findings: 
They have determined that the gene defect 
that causes NF-1 iies on chromosome 17, 
and the defect for NF-2 on chromosome 
22. These discoveries, medical experts 
agree, should soon lead to the development 
of diagnostic tests capable of definitively de- 
tecting neurofibromatosis gene carriers. As 
more is learned about the genetic defects in 
neurofibromatosis, scientists will be better 
able to design treatment strategies to assist 
those afflicted. 

Private voluntary health agencies, chiefly 
the National Neurofibromatosis Foundation, 
are partners with the National Institute of 
Neurological and Communicative Disorders 
and Stroke in the fight against this tragic 
disorder. Countless families have been sus- 
tained and encouraged by support groups 
established by these agencies in most large 
American cities. These agencies also play an 
essential role in informing the health care 
professions and the general public about 
neurofibromatosis, about the needs of pa- 
tients and families, and about the positive 
actions we can all undertake to ease their 
burdens. 

To enhance public awareness of neurofi- 
bromatosis, the Congress, by House Joint 
Resolution 417, has designated May 1989 as 
“Neurofibromatosis Awareness Month” and 
authorized and requested the President to 
issued a proclamation in observance of that 
occasion. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim May 1989 as Neurofibro- 
matosis Awareness Month. I call upon the 
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people of the United States to observe this 
month with appropriate ceremonies and ac- 
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-second day of August, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 5:12 p.m., August 25, 1988] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 23. 


Remarks on Signing the Omnibus 
Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988 
in Long Beach, California 

August 23, 1988 


The President. Thank you all very much, 
and thank you, President Talin, Ambassador 
Yeutter, Members of the Congress. I thank 
you all for being here. And I must tell you, 
this harbor brings back some memories for 
me. Of course, when you’re my age, every- 
thing brings back memories—[/aughter]— 
even other memories. [Laughter] I was 
here nearly 6 years ago for a similar cere- 
mony. And since then, we’ve seen a record 
number of people employed in this country. 
We’ve seen a blossoming of new technol- 
ogies unlike any in world history. And we 
have seen an unparalleled boom in exports, 
a boom that, in a very real sense, can be 
said to have started right here at the Port of 
Long Beach. 

And yet, watching the bustle and flow of 
the harbor then, as now, I was struck by the 
fact that, while the globe seems to shrink in 
size as our ability to speed around it ex- 
pands, still we must, as in olden days, rely 
on the gallant and hardy folk who go down 
to the sea in ships to transmit our bounty to 
other nations and receive theirs on our 
shores. It’s for the purpose of improving 
and refining America’s ability to do both 
these things that we gather today to sign 
into law the Omnibus Trade and Competi- 
tiveness Act of 1988. 


On that day in 1982, I sat here in front of 
one of the more impressive vessels I’ve ever 
seen. And it’s here today again, right here 
beside me—behind me. And as I look at this 
massive creation, our century’s answer to 
the schooners and other trading ships of a 
century past, the word that comes to mind 
now, as it did 6 years ago, is an old sailing 
term not much in use any more, and that 
word is “yare.” It means easy to handle, 
quick to respond, bright, and lively. And it 
seems to me that yare is a word that applies 
just as well to our vibrant economy as it 
does to this fine ship. 

In 1981 George Bush and I arrived in 
Washington committed to getting govern- 
ment out of your way. We slashed tax rates, 
cut interest rates in half, and revved up the 
most powerful creative engine of growth, 
innovation, and opportunity the world has 
yet known: the American people. Yes, we 
got government out of the way and 
watched in wonder as the American people 
went on a joyous journey. Since then, pro- 
ductivity has soared and manufacturing 
costs have dropped so much that a leading 
industrialist recently said the United States 
is, and I quote, “the best country in the 
world now in terms of manufacturing cost.” 

You'll hear some people talk about how 
our nation is in decline. Well, I want to ask 
you: Is a nation that creates 17% million 
new jobs in 5% years a nation in decline? 

Audience. No! 

The President. Is a nation where more 
than 62 percent of the working popula- 
tion—that is everyone, male and female, 
age 16 and up—have jobs—more than 62 
percent of them, the highest rate in Ameri- 
can history. Is that a nation in decline? 

Audience. No! 

The President. Is a nation where manu- 
facturing productivity has been rising at 4.3 
percent a year since our recovery began a 
nation in decline? I know. No. [Laughter] 

Audience. No! 

The President. And is a nation that ex- 
ports more than it ever has before a nation 
in decline? 

In decline? No way. Our merchandise ex- 
ports are up more than 40 percent in the 
last 2 years in real terms. And that boom 
isn’t coming just from a few big corpora- 
tions. Much of it comes from America’s 
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small businesses. Low to the ground, lean, 
yare, America’s entrepreneurial firms have 
triumphed in ways that once would have 
been thought impossible. Like a company 
in Columbus, Ohio, which employs 100 
workers to export, of all things, sand, to, of 
all places, Saudi Arabia. [Laughter] 

Well, we’re here to sign a piece of legisla- 
tion that will help our economy continue to 
grow and compete. Our administration and 
Congress have come together in an effort to 
ensure open markets around the world. 
And yet this bill is just the latest step in 
that direction, in that effort, which began 
the first day that George Bush and I en- 
tered office and has already opened vast 
markets to American products all around 
the globe. It hasn’t been easy, but I’ve 
never doubted our ultimate victory because 
we're riding a global wave. Country after 
country is recognizing that free trade is the 
key to a more prosperous future and that 
protectionism protects no one, not even the 
special interests that want it so much. This 
bill will help us continue our efforts to open 
markets. It’ll help insist on standards of fair- 
play for our products abroad. It’ll strength- 
en the ability of U.S. firms to protect their 
patented, copyrighted, or trademarked 
goods and ideas from international thievery. 

Most important, it brings Congress and 
our administration together in firm support 
of the new round of multilateral trade talks 
that began in Uruguay in September 1986. 
It guarantees that we will consult with the 
private sector of our initiatives. It compels 
Congress to consider with all due speed the 
results of our international trade negotia- 
tions. The United States Government now 
speaks with one voice in calling for a free 
and open trading system, one committed to 
fairplay for all participants. 

I’m delighted to see that this bill also 
eliminates the so-called windfall profits tax, 
a pernicious piece of law from the old tax- 
and-spend years. You know, the truth about 
the windfall profits tax is that it was a wind- 
fall for those who think the Government 
knows best what to do with our money. 
Now, with that tax abolished, many thou- 
sands of Americans who’ve lost their jobs as 
the result of the downturn in energy prices 
may find themselves back at work. 

Let me be plain: that there are some 
things in this bill I don’t like. It is possible 
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this bill could lead to an import fee that 
would be illegal according to international 
law and inconsistent with our goal of 
moving toward free world trade. Its lan- 
guage claims to require the executive 
branch to negotiate with foreign countries 
on certain specified trade topics. And that’s 
inconsistent with our constitutional princi- 
ples. It also claims to require the Interna- 
tional Trade Commission to conduct investi- 
gations in response to a resolution passed by 
a single House or Senate committee. And 
that, too, is inconsistent with our constitu- 
tional principles. Well, finally, there are also 
provisions that assign specific authority to 
executive officials, such as the United States 
Trade Representative. It must and will be 
understood that all officials of the executive 
branch of this government are subject to 
the direction and control of the President. 
And so, in signing this bill, I’m specifically 
noting that it will be implemented in a con- 
stitutional manner. 

What we see before us today is a future 
filled with promise and hope. This bill will 
allow us to provide up to a billion dollars a 
year for retraining workers to adjust to our 
turbocharged economy, an economy that, 
with the right leader, will remain yare. Yes, 
there are challenges ahead of us, but we 
Americans know that nothing worth having 
comes without a challenge. Challenges and 
opportunities are just two words for the 
same condition: the condition called free- 
dom—from the freedom of the human soul 
to the freedom of choice that is the hall- 
mark of our democracy to, yes, the freedom 
we speak of today, the freedom to exchange 
goods, services, and ideas in the world 
market. America craves the challenges and 
relishes the opportunities that these free- 
doms provide. 

Now, I thank you, and God bless you all. 
And I’m going over and sit down and sign 
that bill—less talk and a little bit of writing 
right now. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:37 a.m. at 
Pier G, Berth 228. In his opening remarks, 
he referred to George F. Talin, Sr., president 
of the board of harbor commissioners, and 
Clayton Yeutter, United States Trade Repre- 
sentative. 
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Remarks at a Fundraising Luncheon for 
Senator Pete Wilson in Irvine, 
California 

August 23, 1988 


Thank you for proving what I have 
always said to people when they inquire 
about Orange County: I’ve said it’s where 
the good Republicans go before they die. 
[Laughter] Pete, thank you very much for 
those kind words, Reverend Moomaw and 
the other guests here on the top shelf. Two 
friends of mine who work for me at the 
White House are with us today. They 
brought the cake in—Chris Cox and Dana 
Rohrabacher. I know that both Chris and 
Dana, when they go to Washington in Janu- 
ary, will be outstanding additions to the 
Congress and will serve our nation well. 
Also I want to thank Congressmen Bob 
Badham and David Dreier who have both 
been tireless supporters of this administra- 
tion. 

Now, before we begin, I should set the 
record straight. To most of you, it must 
seem pretty obvious that I came here today 
to show my support for Pete Wilson’s re- 
election in this critical race. Actually I just 
dropped in hoping to get a little birthday 
cake. [Laughter] The truth is that I had a 
special reason for wanting to be here for 
this occasion. You see, I was very moved at 
my own 55th birthday when President 
Abraham Lincoln showed up and said a few 
kind words. [Laughter] Now, for some 
people, turning 55 is something of a mile- 
stone. Not for Pete. He still gets carded in 
bars. [Laughter] And, Pete, I have to tell 
you, I’m impressed by the size of this party. 
I was told that this would be just an inti- 
mate gathering of a few of your closest per- 
sonal friends. [Laughter] I haven’t seen so 
many people at a birthday party since I left 
the movie industry. [Laughter] 

But Pete Wilson is a man with a lot of 
friends, and with the tremendous work that 
he does every day for the State of Califor- 
nia, Pete Wilson deserves to have 27 million 
friends—working people, senior citizens, 
entrepreneurs, families—every person who 
believes in a California that is beautiful, 
safe, and prosperous. That’s who Pete 
Wilson works for. Pete Wilson is a Teddy 
Roosevelt Republican who wants to con- 
serve the natural beauty and resources of 


our land and who also wants a strong Amer- 
ica that maintains a strong presence abroad. 
He has been a leader for environmental 
protection, working to preserve millions of 
acres of California wilderness, working for 
the conservation of wild rivers and the pro- 
tection of our shoreline. I know he would 
agree with Teddy Roosevelt, who said that 
“A grove of giant redwoods or sequoias 
should be kept just as we keep a great and 
beautiful cathedral.” 

Well, on the Armed Services Committee, 
Senator Pete Wilson has been a strong voice 
for California and for the Nation. He has 
been an important part of our efforts to 
revitalize America’s defenses and restore 
what another Roosevelt so accurately called 
“the great arsenal of democracy.” Pete 
Wilson knows that a strong America is es- 
sential to world peace and vital for main- 
taining everything that we’ve accomplished 
in international affairs, especially our im- 
proved relations with the Soviet Union, 
which have produced the first treaty in his- 
tory to eliminate an entire class of U.S. and 
Soviet nuclear missiles. 

Now, I think I should interject here that 
there are some people that worry that per- 
haps I’m being taken in. No, I learned a 
Russian proverb which I have repeatedly 
cited to the General Secretary Gorbachev 
in our discussions: Dovorey no provorey. It 
means: Trust, but verify. And he’s gotten so 
tired of hearing that that I’m now using an 
American one to let him know where I 
stand: Trust everybody, but cut the cards. 
[Laughter] 

Well, Pete Wilson knows that a strong 
America is essential to world peace and 
vital for maintaining everything that we’ve 
accomplished in international affairs, as I 
say. Yes, we have improved those relations, 
as I just pointed out. Now, while the liberal 
opposition opposes the B-1 bomber, the 
MX, and our Strategic Defense Initiative, 
Pete Wilson knows that peace flows from 
strength and that a return to weakness 
would jeopardize all that we’ve achieved 
and that that cannot be allowed. 

One of the most important issues, one 
that touches the lives of so many people, is 
the problem of crime. The physical and 
emotional wounds that are inflicted by vio- 
lent criminals can take a lifetime to heal. 
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Whole neighborhoods can be destroyed by 
hoods, thugs, and drug dealers. Crime is not 
a statistic: It is an outrage and a sin. And it 
must be fought. Pete’s opponent, like so 
many of the liberal Democrats on the ballot 
this year, just can’t seem to understand that 
the way to fight crime is to put the crimi- 
nals in jail and keep them there. To protect 
our communities we need tough laws, strict 
sentencing, and no-nonsense judges. We 
need Pete Wilson who has always fought for 
strict drug enforcement, not someone who 
worked to liberalize the prohibition of ille- 
gal drugs and who spent most of his career 
as an outspoken opponent of the death pen- 
alty. In fact, Pete’s liberal opponent even 
opposed the crime victims’ bill of rights, 
while Pete Wilson helped lead the success- 
ful effort to pass it. You know, ever since I 
was Governor, I’ve felt that liberals need 
remedial instruction on ithe subject of 
crime. So, if any liberals are listening, let’s 
try it one more time: Criminals are not vic- 
tims, and victims are not criminals. 

In the Senate, Pete has been a champion 
for law and order. He has helped pick 
strong judges for the Federal bench and 
worked vigorously for their confirmation. 
When new vacancies occur on the Supreme 
Court, Senator Pete Wilson will continue to 
support strong men and women to fill those 
seats, while his liberal opponent would be 
on the opposite side. Just remember that 
when the people of California turned out 
one of the softest chief justices in the 
Nation, Pete’s opponent was on the wrong 
side: the far left side. I think you'll agree 
with me that the judicial policy of these 
liberal Democrats is strictly for the birds 
and has no place in the United States 
Senate. 

Four years ago today, I accepted for the 
second time my party’s nomination for 
President. A few things have changed since 
then. America has become even stronger. 
The world has become even more peaceful. 
And, oh, yes, the economy today is even 
more prosperous than it was four years ago. 
And why shouldn’t it be? With our pro- 
growth economic policies, things just keep 
getting better every year. 

But one other thing has changed. In 1984 
our opponents—wrong-headed as their poli- 
cies may have been—at least ran in the 
clear light of day. They ran as the liberals 
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that they were. They told the American 
people what they believed and what they’d 
do: cut defense and raise taxes. But that’s 
changed. The first sign of this deceptive 
strategy came in 1986, when many of their 
liberal Senate candidates ran stealth cam- 
paigns, avoiding the tough issues and using 
the language of conservatism to conceal 
their true beliefs. Well, in 1988 we're 
seeing this kind of covert liberalism at the 
national level and to an extraordinary 
degree. When challenged to say where they 
stand on the issues, their response is: Ideas 
don’t matter, policies don’t matter, ideology 
doesn’t matter. For them, winning this elec- 
tion is all that matters, no matter what they 
have to say, or not say, to do it. In some 
ways, I can hardly blame them. If they told 
the truth, their campaign slogan would 
have to be: Malaise—we did it before, and 
we can do it again. [Laughter] 

But, no, the message from our liberal op- 
ponents is: You can take prosperity for 
granted. It’s time for a change, so take a 
change [chance] on us. Well, that’s sort of 
like someone telling you you’ve stored up 
all the cold beer you could want, so now it’s 
time to unplug the refrigerator. [Laughter] 
But no more than with a refrigerator, you 
can’t unplug our progrowth economic poli- 
cies and expect things to stay the same. And 
the funny thing is that sometimes our liber- 
al opponents will even admit it. They like 
to say that beginning next year the Reagan 
era will be over. 

Well, that’s right. Vice President Bush 
and I, working with Senator Pete Wilson 
and others, have given America the longest 
peacetime expansion on record. The coun- 
try has created over 17% million new jobs. 
Inflation is low. Employment is at an all- 
time high. The unemployment rate recently 
hit a 14-year low. And, yes, if our opponents 
are elected this era of record prosperity will 
be over. But I’ve got news for the liberals: 
It’s not going to happen. 

There’s an old saying that an optimist 
sees the donut, while a pessimist sees the 
hole. But what about our opponents? They 
point at the hole in the donut and say they 
can fill that hole by reversing the policies 
that made the donut in the first place. 
[Laughter] They point at swiss cheese and 
say they can fill the holes in swiss cheese by 
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reversing the policies that gave us cheese in 
the first place. They point at peace and 
prosperity and say they can expand the 
peace and prosperity. How? By reversing 
the policies that gave us peace and prosper- 
ity in the first place. My friends, the choice 
is between people pushing an absurd line 
like that and our team, which promises to 
continue what’s working and to keep Amer- 
ica changing for the better. And with a 
choice like that, I just don’t see how we can 
lose. 

While Pete’s opponent opposes the bal- 
anced budget amendment and has support- 
ed high taxes, Pete Wilson has worked dili- 
gently for fiscal responsibility and as a de- 
fender of the taxpayer. Pete supports 
Gramm-Rudman, the balanced budget 
amendment, and, yes, the line-item veto, 
which 43 Governors have. He has support- 
ed the policies that have brought record 
employment in California and brought the 
unemployment rate to its lowest level for 
over a decade and a half. Let’s keep Pete 
Wilson in the Senate and keep California 
and America working. 

The Republican Party has shown America 
who talks and who delivers. We’ve shown 
them that our team can produce results 
today, tomorrow, and on into the next 
decade because our philosophy is sound and 
our policies work. If the 1988 election is a 
question, the answer is this: America is not 
going to trade away our winning team for 
third-stringers with a weak defense, a for- 
eign policy of errors, curveball campaign 
promises, a set of policies to be named 
later, and billions of dollars in higher taxes. 

Well, just last week, Pete and I were at 
the Republican National Convention in 
New Orleans. And I can tell you, our party 
is strong, unified, and ready to work for a 
victory. I'll be crisscrossing the country for 
our ticket. And California, this year espe- 
cially, will be one of the truly critical States. 
With your tremendous support, I feel confi- 
dent that when I return to my ranch Ill 
have Pete Wilson representing me in the 
Senate. And with what I saw in New Orle- 
ans I saw a real chance that Pete may be 
part of a Republican majority in the Senate. 
And wouldn’t that be a nice gift for Presi- 
dent George Bush and Vice President Dan 
Quayle? 


Well, Happy Birthday, Pete! Your present 
will arrive this November. [Laughter] 

I’m going to do something that wasn’t 
planned right now. I’m just going to—you 
know, I’m sort of addicted to stories, and 
Pete tempted me when he mentioned sto- 
ries in—my latest hobby is collecting stories 
that I can absolutely establish are told by 
the citizens of the Soviet Union among 
themselves. And it reveals they got a great 
sense of humor and a little cynical approach 
to their present system. But I came home 
from the Moscow summit with a new one 
that caught up with me on the way home. I 
hadn’t heard it there, but one of our securi- 
ty detail had. 

And he said the story that they were tell- 
ing among themselves had me in a limou- 
sine with Gorbachev. And I had the head of 
our secret service unit with me, and he had 
his head security man with him. And we 
were sightseeing. And we got to a waterfall, 
and we all got out to see the beautiful wa- 
terfall. And Gorbachev said to my man, 
“Well, go ahead, jump. Go over the fall.” 
And my man said, “I got a wife and three 
kids.” So, Gorbachev turned to his man and 
said, “Jump, go over the fall.” And he did. 
Well, my man scrambled down the rocks 
around the fall. 


[At this point, a glass of water was acciden- 
tally tipped over.] 

Oh! That’s the waterfall. [Laughter] He 
wanted to see if he could be of help. 
[Laughter] And he got down there and 
found the fellow wringing out his clothes. 
He’d gotten over safely. And my man said 
to him, “Why did you do that when he told 
you to jump and go over the falls?” And the 
fellow said, “Why, I got a wife and three 
kids.” [Laughter] 

It does demonstrate the difference be- 
tween the two systems. But, well, believe 
me, do everything you can. Send this man 
back there. For 6 years, I had a Republican 
Senate and a Democrat House of Repre- 
sentatives. But at least having that one 
House, we couldn’t have had the recovery 
that we have if we had not had that one 
House. The difference now, in these final 2 
years, with both Houses in Democratic 
hands, is so apparent. And when you stop to 
think that out of the last 56 years the Con- 
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gress of the United States has been domi- 
nated by the other party—for 46 of those 
56 years, they’ve had both Houses of the 
Congress, and for 52 of the 56 years, they 
have had the House of Representatives. 
Every Republican President, except for a 2- 
year period under Ike, has had a Democrat- 
ic Congress. Every Democratic President, 
except for 2 years during Harry Truman’s 
term, has had a Democratic Congress. 

I think it’s time for us to prove that we 
have a right to be represented all the way 
around. And so, let’s go after them this time 
and make it work. Send Pete back there. 

And thank you all, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:31 p.m. in 
the International Ballroom at the Irvine 
Hilton Hotel. In his opening remarks, he 
referred to Reverend Donn D. Moomaw, pas- 
tor of the Belair Presbyterian Church in Los 
Angeles, CA; C. Christopher Cox, former 
Senior Associate Counsel to the President, 
and Dana Rohrabacher, former speechwrit- 
er for the President, who are both currently 
campaigning for seats in the House of Rep- 
resentatives; and Representatives Robert E. 
Badham and David Dreier. 


Letter Congratulating Senator Phil 
Gramm of Texas on His Work on the 
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness 
Act of 1988 


August 23, 1988 


Dear Phil: 

I have just approved H.R. 4848, the Om- 
nibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988. In addition to strengthening the abili- 
ty of the United States to compete in world 
trade, the bill repeals the “Windfall Profits” 
penalty tax on America’s energy industry— 
a goal we have long sought. 

Repeal of the Windfall Profits tax reflects 
a recognition that free market incentives— 
not taxes and government regulation—will 
keep America’s oil and gas industries among 
the world’s leading energy producers. The 
tax imposed substantial costs and paperwork 
on energy producers while raising little rev- 
enue for the Federal Treasury. It made no 
sense for Congress to force energy produc- 


1082 


ers to spend many millions of dollars each 
year in accounting and administrative costs 
just to report that no tax was due. 

The people of Texas and the Nation will 
benefit from the stronger and more com- 
petitive energy industry brought by the 
elimination of this counterproductive tax. 
With appreciation for your crucial leader- 
ship and hard work on the repeal of the 
Windfall Profits Tax, I am pleased to en- 
close the pen with which I signed H.R. 
4848 into law. 

Sincerely, 


/s/ Ronald Reagan 


[The Honorable Phil Gramm, United States 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510] 


Remarks at a Presidential Campaign 
Rally for George Bush in Los Angeles, 
California 

August 24, 1988 


The Vice President. What a crowd! What 
a wonderful, enthusiastic crowd. For a 
minute, I thought we’d come to the wel- 
coming ceremony for Wayne Gretzky. 
[Laughter] This is fantastic. I want to thank 
the Governor, the good Duke—thank him 
for that introduction—to urge, with all my 
heart, the overwhelming reelection of Pete 
Wilson. That’s going to benefit all of us on 
the ticket. 

And what a glittering array of stars, each 
and every one of you, I thank you. And Bob 
[Hope] those kind words about my dad— 
thank you very much for that. But we’re 
delighted to be here, Barbara and I. There’s 
a danger—you have President Reagan, Gov- 
ernor Deukmejian, and George Bush. 
Watch out—overdose of charisma. That’s 
not too good. [Laughter] So, but Mr. Presi- 
dent, I was listening to your wonderful 
speech at the convention, and all I can say 
is, I am grateful for those most supportive 
words. And, yes, we are going to go out and 
“Win one for the Gipper.” And Novem- 
ber—that’s the one it’s going to be. And 
California is absolutely essential, so Barbara 
and I will be here. My running mate and 
his wife, Marilyn, will be here. And we are 
not going to overlook any single area in this 
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all-important State. I came to ask for your 
help; with it, I am convinced we can win in 
November. There is a profound difference 
between me and my opponent in this elec- 
tion, a difference not only of policies but 
really of fundamental values. And I believe 
the two most important issues facing our 
country are jobs and peace. And that’s what 
I will focus on if elected President, and 
that’s what this election is all about—jobs 
and peace. 

In the last 6 years, we’ve created 17 mil- 
lion new jobs. Ninety percent of them are 
full-time. The majority are in higher paying 
categories. And we’re not creating just good 
jobs and good wages; we’re creating better 
jobs at better wages, and we intend to keep 
right on doing it. The President met with 
some of us earlier, and he reminded me 
that more Americans are at work today 
than ever before in the history of this coun- 
try and a greater percentage of the work 
force is at work than any time in the history 
of this country. And they’re making more 
money. And they’re keeping more of it in 
their own pockets, where it belongs. And 
instead of spending it and sending it in to 
Uncle Sam—I mean on April 15th—we are 
going to keep those tax rates down and hold 
the line on taxes. 

The Democrats, probably with that old 
Carter-Mondale misery index in mind, are 
running all around the country talking 
about this swiss-cheese economy. And as I 
said in New Orleans, that may be how it 
looks to the three blind mice, but that’s not 
how it looks to the American people. And 
when they were in charge, it was all holes 
and no cheese at all. And now we're on the 
move. And so, I have a program to build on 
what the Reagan-Bush administration has 
done: Start with urban and rural enterprise 
zones; cut the capital gains tax rate to help 
small businesses get started; keep Congress 
from regulating business to death; and slash 
the deficit with a flexible freeze on spend- 
ing and a line-item veto for the President. 
There’s a good five-point program for you. 
All we have to do is keep the economy 
growing at the same rate and guarantee 
that everyone who wants a job has a job. 
But we'll never get it done if we return to 
those discredited policies of tax and spend. 
And as Governor, my opponent increased 
taxes so fast that his State was named “Tax- 


achusetts.” You’ve seen the bumper stick- 
ers. [Laughter] And if he had—this is a 
fact—if he had increased Federal taxes at 
the same rate that he’s done in Massachu- 
setts, the average American family would 
be paying $2,300 more this year in income 
taxes alone. 

The Audience. Booo! 

The Vice President. We cannot afford 
that philosophy in the White House. And 
our opponents are trying to give America 
the same old line: the unemployment line. 
[Laughter] But, of course, if I’m going to be 
really fair about it, I have to admit that the 
Governor has created one new job. He has 
a third man on their ticket and—— 

The Audience. Yes! 

The Vice President. But let me just 
repeat what I said on taxes. i promise you, 
if Congress tries to raise the taxes when I’m 
President, and you know they will, I'll say 
no. And if they try again, I'll stare them 
right in the eye and say, Read my lips: no 
new taxes. To the millions of Americans 
taking out a loan on that new car or a mort- 
gage on their first house, I’m going to say 
we've cut inflation from double digits to 4 
percent. And we’ve cut those interest rates 
in half. And I’m not going to let them take 
it away from you. And to the leaders of this 
expansion—the women who helped create 
the new jobs and filled two out of every 
three of them—I say you know better than 
anyone that equality begins with economic 
empowerment. You're gaining economic 
power, and I’m not going to let them take 
that away from you either. And to the older 
Americans, we’re going to keep that Social 
Security trust fund sound. And we're not 
going to let them take that security away 
from the older Americans in this country 
either. 


I am worried about foreign affairs and the 
national security of this country. I’m con- 
cerned about my opponent’s approach to 
national security matters. If there’s one 
thing that our President has proved beyond 
all doubt, it is that weakness and ambiva- 
lence tempt aggressors to start wars, and 
strength and clarity deter aggression and 
preserve the peace. And we’ve had a bipar- 
tisan consensus on this: Roosevelt, Truman, 
Dwight Eisenhower, John Kennedy, Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan—all of them under- 
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stood this, formed a basis for our bipartisan 
consensus on foreign policy that has kept 
the peace for 40 years. And I think it is fair 
to ask whether my opponent understands 
that. And his policies place him far outside 
the bipartisan consensus, far out on the lib- 
eral left wing. And that’s where he is on 
these security issues. 

Let me give you an example. He was the 
only Governor—many were approached— 
he was the only one to oppose and prevent 
construction of the ground-wave emergency 
network in his State, a vital communications 
link, vital to our national deterrent and-to 
the security of the United States of Amer- 
ica. And he was the only one that opposed 
it. And thanks, I'd rather keep this—— 

The Audience. Booo! 

The Vice President. I'd rather keep this 
country prepared. And so, we’re going to 
have a debate on these fundamental, factual 
issues. When it comes to the land-based 
part of our triad, it’s three positions—no 
new MX, no midgetman, no flight testing of 
new missiles—that add up to no moderniza- 
tion. And in this troubled world we’re in, 
no modernization amounts to unilateral 
cuts. And so I ask, Is he discarding the 
mainstream, strategic doctrine of Demo- 
cratic and Republican Presidents alike for 
30 years? Is he saying we don’t need it? 
And I want to know, and I believe the 
American people have a right to know, how 
we're approaching these defense matters. I 
will make you this pledge: I will keep our 
forces modern. And I will keep them 
strong. And I will keep America secure and 
at peace. 

My opponent has called a SDI a fantasy. 
Let me tell you something. The appalling 
danger of nuclear missiles is no fantasy: It is 
a nightmare. And he would leave America 
totally defenseless against missiles, and I 
will not. I will go forward with the Strategic 
Defense Initiative and make a safer world 
for our children. No, I really believe that 
when it comes to our vital foreign policy 
and our national defense and, yes, our na- 
tional intelligence, we cannot take another 
gamble. The American people gambled 
once on a moderate-sounding, liberal Gov- 
ernor making vague promises and then 
avoiding the issues, and we cannot make 
that mistake a decade later. We must have 
tough, experienced leadership and someone 
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who’s been there and someone you can 
trust. And I am that man. A lot of the cam- 
paign—— 

The Audience. We want Bush! We want 
Bush! We want Bush! 

The Vice President. Today we’re entering 
into a new era in American history: an era 
of growth and opportunity, an era we’re 
strong and hopes are high. But the founda- 
tion of our pride—the people’s pride—is 
values, old-fashioned American values like 
family and faith, patriotism, persistence, 
and really a belief in freedom. 

And I just have to insert something here. 
Yesterday, my opponent came out swing- 
ing, and of all things, the Pledge of Alle- 
giance. And what is it about the Pledge of 
Allegiance that upsets him so much? The 
Democratic legislature—now, listen to these 
facts—the Democratic legislature in Massa- 
chusetts supports it. Ten years ago, they re- 
quired teachers to lead the Pledge, and that 
remains the law in Massachusetts today be- 
cause the legislature overrode my oppo- 
nent’s veto by an overwhelming vote. I 
would have signed that bill. Any constitu- 


tional question that someone might raise 
should be decided by the Supreme Court of 


the United States. And Governor Jim 
Thompson, who faced a similar choice, 
made the right choice: signed the same bill. 
And now it’s law in Illinois. And let’s face it, 
my opponent was looking for a reason not 
to sign that bill. I would have looked for a 
reason to sign that legislation. It is very 
hard for me to imagine that the Founding 
Fathers—Samuel Adams and John Adams 
and John Hanceck—would have objected to 
teachers leading students in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the flag of the United States. I 
just don’t believe that was their concept 
when they wrote the Constitution of our 
great country. 

Now, I’ve served with a great President, 
and this is no time to go in the opposite 
direction. This is the time to build on what 
we have done and to take this country for- 
ward. This is the time to offer hope to 
every American. Some haven’t benefited by 
this the longest recovery in history, but if 
we stay the course and keep this country 
moving ahead, everyone will benefit. 

And let me be very, very clear about one 
last point: I have been very proud, very 
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proud indeed, to serve as Vice President for 
President Ronald Reagan. And now it is my 
high honor to once again introduce him to 
you, his friends and strong supporters— 
ladies and gentlemen, the President of the 
United States. 

The Audience. Four more years! Four 
more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you. [Laughter] No. 
Thank you, Governor Deukmejian, Senator 
and Mrs. Wilson, and Barbara and Mr. Vice 
President. Well, now, wait a minute. You’re 
already President of the Senate, so thank 
you, Mr. President. Now, you know, 
George, some people have been kind 
enough to say that I’m a great communica- 
tor. But after your speech to the conven- 
tion, I'd say America has another great 
communicator. And he’s going to be Ameri- 
ca’s next President. And I must confess, I 
like your running mate, too. He has many 
more years of experience in dealing with 
national security issues than the head of the 
other ticket. He’s the author of the Job 
Training Partnership Act, and thousands of 
Americans are working today because of 
that legislation. And he has the most impor- 
tant qualification of all for a copilot: He 
won't be trying to turn the plane in one 
direction while the pilot is flying it in the 
other. 

Dan Quayle stands for the same princi- 
ples George Bush and I stand for. We have 
a big job ahead of us this November. It was 
more than two decades ago that we first 
launched, right here in California, our cru- 
sade to restore America’s freedom and its 
greatness. We Californians lit the spark 
here in our State. We nursed it and tended 
it until it grew into a flame and then into a 
great beacon fire that has illuminated our 
nation and inspired the world. As this fire 
has grown brighter in the last 8 years; as we 
cut interest rates, as George told you, to 
half of what they were and inflation to a 
third of what it was; as we set America on 
the longest peacetime expansion in history 
and gave new vitality to America’s promise 
of opportunity; as we restored America’s re- 
duction of—well, I should say strength, not 
reduction—I’m jumping ahead of myself 
here—[laughter|—and negotiated the first 
real reduction of U.S. and Soviet nuclear 
missiles in world history; as we achieved all 
this, no one has been closer to my side and 


has contributed more to our success than 
George Bush. 

And yet, my friends, I must tell you that 
everything George Bush and I have done 
these last 8 years, everything, could be lost 
faster than you can say furlough. [Laughter] 
I said in New Orleans that the convention 
our liberal opponents held in Atlanta was 
the biggest masquerade since last year’s 
Mardi Gras. [Laughter] Our opponents 
adopted our rhetoric and our slogans, but 
every word was like a mask which hid the 
liberal face of their agenda. When they said 
opportunity, they meant subsidies. When 
they said reducing the deficit, they meant 
raising taxes. When they said strong de- 
fense, they meant cutting defense spending. 
And that’s why I’ve just got to believe that 
when the American people say election 
day, they’ll mean “We want George Bush.” 

Yes, hard as they tried to hide, the liber- 
als gave themselves away when they said 
that if they’re elected, the Reagan era will 
be over. Well, now, I’d like to ask you 
something. When George Bush and I took 
office 8 years ago, America was in the worst 
economic crisis since the Great Depression. 
We turned that around and since our ex- 
pansion began, we’ve created, as George 
told you, actually it’s been now more than 
17% million jobs, reduced the unemploy- 
ment rate to the lowest it’s been in 14 
years, and presided over the greatest flow- 
ering of new businesses and new technolo- 
gy in the history of the world. For every 
plant that closes in America today, every 
business that closes, six new ones are start- 
ed. So, do you want this era to be over? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. Well, let me ask you an- 
other question. Between 1977 and 1981, 
the real income of the typical American 
family dropped by almost 7 percent. Think 
of what that means—if somebody were just 
to cut your paycheck by that much today— 
how much less you could buy at the grocery 
store, the clothes you couldn’t get for your 
children, the books you couldn’t buy for 
their education, and how you might have to 
cut back when your church or synagogue 
passes the collection plate each week. Yet 
that’s just what happened under the last 
administration. Since 1981, the year we 
took office, real family income has soared 
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almost 9 percent. Do you want this era to 
be over? [Applause] 

During the last liberal administration, the 
Justice Department started to lose interest 
in narcotics cases. Each year they brought 
fewer cases and convictions were down by 
almost half by their last year in office. Since 
George Bush and I got in there, Federal 
narcotics convictions have more than dou- 
bled. And while the number of drug users 
soared during the last administration, it’s 
dropping now. And recently we got the 
best news of all: High school students have 
heard the plea of a certain lovely lady I 
know, and they are saying no to drugs. And 
that includes no to cocaine. Now, do you 
want this progress to be lost and this era to 
be over? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. Well, this year, the liberal 
opposition has fielded a three-headed ticket 
that doesn’t know left from center. [Laugh- 
ter] They talk about reaching for the center, 
but on issues like national defense, they’ve 
taken positions that only a McGovern could 
love. [Laughter] As former Secretary of De- 
fense James Schlesinger wrote recently, 
their ticket seems to believe that, in Secre- 
tary Schlesinger’s words, “the way to deter 
war is to be unprepared to respond.” They 
would cut the B-1 Bomber, the MX Missile, 
our Strategic Defense Initiative, as George 
told you, and two carrier battle groups. 

The Audience. No! 

The President. In fact, what they plan for 
the Navy is so bad, by the time they get 
through, Michael may have to row the boat 
ashore. [Laughter] He won’t have any other 
choice. 

Yes, my friends, when our liberal friends 
refuse to even whisper the “L” word and 
insist that “this election is not about ideolo- 
gy; it’s about competence,” they’re just ac- 
knowledging that where they want to take 
America, America doesn’t want to go. They 
know, as well as you do, as well as our 
nation does, that the one issue, the only 
issue that will matter after Inauguration 
Day is the issue of direction. Will we reelect 
peace and prosperity or will we play truth 
or consequences with trench coat liberals? 
[Laughter] 

Throughout our history, whenever this 
great and blessed land has searched for true 
leadership, it has found it; and this year is 
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no exception. I’ve worked more closely 
with George Bush these two terms than 
with any other member of the administra- 
tion. I’ve seen him keep a cool head in hot 
crises. I’ve seen his leadership and vision. 
I’ve given him some of the most sensitive 
and difficult tasks that we’ve had, and he 
has never let me or the country down. 

I once said that he is a great Vice Presi- 
dent, but I know and I’ve seen that it didn’t 
come easily. George Bush is a man of 
action, a man accustomed to command. The 
Vice Presidency doesn’t fit easily on such a 
man. But George Bush is also a patriot. And 
so, he made it fit, and he served with a 
distinction no one has ever matched. Day 
in, day out, I’ve sought George Bush’s coun- 
sel from the very first day of our adminis- 
tration. Believe me, no one is better pre- 
pared to lead America into the next decade 
and to the threshold of the next century, to 
continue the work that we’ve begun, to 
finish the task that is before us, than Presi- 
dent George Bush. 

There’s one way, however, that I hope a 
Bush administration will be different. If it 
hadn’t been for a Republican Senate in our 
first 6 years, we wouldn’t have accom- 
plished half of what we did. If we’d had one 
these last 2 years, we could have done 
much more. But today, with the other party 
in control of both Houses, we face a 
monkey-wrench Congress, determined to 
throw almost anything into the gears of 
government to gum up the works. I hope 
we can make sure that George Bush has 
more friends on Capitol Hill than he had on 
that Pacific Island where he was shot down. 
And there’s no better way to start that than 
to return Pete Wilson to the United States 
Senate and to elect Republican congression- 
al candidates to the House. 

Should I remind you that the gerryman- 
dering that has gone on, particularly in this 
State, with regard to congressional districts 
and State legislative districts has been such 
that in the last election more Californians 
voted for Republican congressional candi- 
dates than there were votes for the Demo- 
cratic candidates. But the Democratic can- 
didates outnumbered—when they were 
elected—the Republicans elected to that 
office because they have gerrymandered 
the district so, that a majority of Califor- 
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nians become a minority when it comes to 
counting by those districts. 

The Audience. Booo! 

The President. Nothing would please me 
more than for President Bush to have an 
Inauguration Day gift: a Republican Con- 
gress. You know, it’s time for that. 

Yes, I had a Republican Senate, one 
House for 6 years. But in the last 56 years, 
only one Republican President has had a 
Republican Congress in both Houses, and 
that was for only 2 of his 8 years during the 
Eisenhower term. For 56 years, 52 of those 
years the House of Representatives has 
been held by the Democrats. 

The Audience. Booo! 

The President. Well, on that Inauguration 
Day—it’s coming—I know I'll be thinking of 
the journey we Californians began two dec- 
ades ago, a journey of rebirth for ourselves 
and our nation. As it has been so often since 
then, our choice this year is simple: the 
future or the past. Back to the past of infla- 
tion, humiliation, and malaise; or continue 
forward with George Bush on the road of 
hope, opportunity, and peace. We saw here 
in California a few years ago how quickly a 
liberal administration could undo years of 
our good work. Let’s not let that happen 
again. 

They say our State is close, but I have a 
hunch I know which way California will go 
in the end. Because the hope, opportunity, 
and peace that George Bush stands for are 
the same things that California stands for. 
Hope and opportunity in a land of peace. 
That’s what I found when I first climbed on 
a train and headed here so many years ago. 
That’s what California, like America, has 
been for so many millions through the 
years. 

So, here’s my last request to you. Put 
California in the Republican column this 
November. Send Pete Wilson back to the 
Senate. Send George Bush to the White 
House. And yes, I know I’m copying some- 
thing that was just said here once before, 
but I don’t mind saying it again: Go out and 
win one last one for the Gipper. 

Thank you all. Thank you all, and God 
bless you. 


Note: Vice President George Bush spoke at 
12:43 p.m. in the Los Angeles Ballroom at 
the Century Plaza Hotel. In his opening 


remarks, he referred to Wayne Gretzky, a 
member of the Los Angeles Kings hockey 
team; Gov. George Deukmejian; and Senator 
Pete Wilson. 


Statement by the Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations and the 
Press Secretary to the Vice President on 
pes ublican Presidential Campaign 

orts in California 


pea 24, 1988 


The President and the Vice President 
met for approximately 15 minutes this 
morning with approximately 50 California 
supporters and Republican Party leaders. 

The Vice President said: “California is a 
key part of our campaign. I want the sup- 
port of all Californians. We will not give 
away 1 inch of ground in this State.” The 
Vice President said he would be campaign- 
ing in California, talking about the econom- 
ic recovery, peace, and other issues of im- 
portance to the people of California. 

President Reagan said: “For 22 years your 
efforts have been critical to my campaigns. 
I have offered my services to George Bush 
to help in any way possible. I know you will 
join us in this effort. We have so many 
things to be proud of: peace, 17% million 
new jobs, inflation cut to one-third of what 
it was 8 years ago, and vastly lower interest 
rates. So saddle up and ride hard to exert 
every bit as much energy for George as you 
did for me.” 


Note: Marlin Fitzwater is Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations, and Sheila 
Tate is Press Secretary to the Vice President. 


Initial Order for Emergency Deficit 
Control Measures for Fiscal Year 1989 
August 25, 1988 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent under the Constitution and by the 
statutes of the United States of America, 
including section 252 of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
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of 1985 (Public Law No. 99-177), as amend- 
ed by the Balanced Budget and Emergency 
Deficit Control Reaffirmation Act of 1987 
(Public Law No. 100-119) (hereafter re- 
ferred to as “the Act”), and in accordance 
with the report of the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget issued 
August 25, 1988, pursuant to section 
251(aX2\B) of the Act, I hereby state, pur- 
suant to section 252(a\X3), that no aggregate 
outlay reductions are required pending issu- 
ance of the revised report and final order. 

This Order shall be reported to the Con- 
gress and shall be published in the Federal 
Register. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
August 25, 1988. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:18 p.m., August 25, 1988) 


Note: The order was printed in the Federal 
Register of August 26. 


Statement on Signing the Initial Order 
for Emergency Deficit Control 
Measures for Fiscal Year 1989 


August 25, 1988 


I have today signed the initial emergency 
deficit control order for fiscal year 1989 re- 
quired by the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act. As of August 15, 1988, the stat- 
utory cutoff date for this order, automatic 
across-the-board cuts in the Federal budget 
are not required. 

The Congress should take no comfort 
from the fact that the fiscal year 1989 Fed- 
eral budget has survived this preliminary 
examination. If the baseline estimate of the 
Federal deficit had reached $146 billion, 
automatic cuts would have been required. 
Taking into account three bills that I signed 
subsequent to the August 15 snapshot date, 
the baseline estimate was $145.3 billion, 
leaving a safety margin of only $.7 billion; 
and the Congress still has enacted only two 
of the 13 appropriations bills for fiscal year 
1989. 
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Unless the Congress follows to the letter 
the bipartisan budget agreement to which 
the congressional leadership and I agreed 
last November, this small margin of safety 
will evaporate. In that case, congressional 
overspending will trigger across-the-board 
cuts that slash high priority programs every 
bit as much as lower priority programs. 

I urge the Congress to act swiftly and 
responsibly to pass the remaining 11 appro- 
priations bills in compliance with the bipar- 
tisan budget agreement. If the Congress 
sticks to its word, it will not trigger auto- 
matic cuts that are damaging to essential 
programs upon which the American people 
depend. 


Appointment of Rudy Beserra as 
Special Assistant to the President for 
Public Liaison 

August 25, 1988 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Rudy Beserra to be Special 
Assistant to the President for Public Liaison. 

Since 1986 Mr. Beserra has been an Asso- 
ciate Director of Public Liaison serving as 
liaison to the Hispanic-, Asian-, and Arab- 
American communities. He will continue in 
this same capacity in his new position. Prior 
to his appointment to the White House, Mr. 
Beserra was the small business liaison and 
Hispanic liaison at the Republican National 
Committee. 

Mr. Beserra graduated from the Universi- 
ty of New Mexico (B.A., 1974). He is a 
native of Albuquerque, NM, and resides in 
Alexandria, VA. 


Proclamation 5849—National Drive for 
Life Weekend, 1988 


August 25, 1988 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 


Deaths from drunk driving on America’s 
highways occur every hour of every day 
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throughout the year. On average, someone 
is killed every 22 minutes, 65 people a day. 
Almost 24,000 people lost their lives last 
year in crashes involving alcohol. 


These are not remote statistics. Two out 
of every five individuals in the United 
States will be involved in an alcohol-related 
crash at some time during their lives. Each 
of us is therefore a potential victim. 


Our risk is greater on weekends, when 
alcohol consumption is heavier, and greatest 
on holiday weekends. We must remember, 
as we celebrate, that alcohol can turn a holi- 
day into a tragedy. The responsibility be- 
longs to each of us to see that this does not 
happen. 


If we can begin with a single step, a 
single weekend, on which each of us can 
make a commitment not to drink and drive, 
it may be that we can demonstrate how 
individual commitments can produce life- 
saving results nationwide. Last year, a coali- 
tion headed by Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving sponsored the first National Drive 
for Life Day, campaigning for all Americans 
to pledge not to drink and drive on that 
day. The success of that first day has 
prompted calls for an expanded campaign. 


The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
350, has designated the Labor Day week- 
end beginning on September 3, 1988, as 
“National Drive for Life Weekend” and au- 
thorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of that 
weekend. 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the Labor Day weekend 
beginning September 3, 1988, as National 
Drive for Life Weekend. I ask each Ameri- 
can to help improve the safety of our high- 
ways by pledging not to drink and drive on 
that weekend. I call upon the Governors of 
the States, Puerto Rico, the Northern Mari- 
ana Islands, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and 
American Samoa, the Mayor of the District 
of Columbia, and the people of the United 
States to observe this weekend with appro- 
priate ceremonies and activities. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 


eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 5:12 p.m., August 25, 1988] 


Proclamation 5850—Women’s Equality 
Day, 1988 


August 25, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Sixty-eight years ago, on August 26, 1920, 
the Nineteenth Amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, granting women 
the right to vote, was ratified. The anniver- 
sary of this milestone is a fitting time to 
celebrate this achievement and to pay trib- 
ute to those who resolutely sought to secure 
this most basic right. It is also an appropri- 
ate time to reflect on the advances women 
have continued to make over the past seven 
decades in political participation and other 
areas, playing indispensable roles and offer- 
ing leadership in family life, the economy, 
intellectual and artistic activity, business, 
the professions, and government. 


On this day of historic significance, Amer 
icans everywhere should pause to salute 
women for their contributions to our land. 
Many have won a place in history and in 
the way we define ourselves as a people— 
for instance, Pocahontas and Sacagawea; 
Dolley Madison and Molly Pitcher; Sojourn- 
er Truth and Rosa Parks; Nellie Bly and 
Sally Ride; Helen Hayes and Kate Smith; 
Clara Barton and Clare Boothe Luce. They 
and countless other women, some widely 
known and many more known simply in 
family, village, office, or neighborhood, 
have helped make us and keep us a country 
both great and good. 


Women continue to achieve. For in- 
stance, women’s economic strides in recent 
years have been notable. More than 55 mil- 
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lion women are now in the labor force, and 
women hold 60 percent of the more than 
17 million new iobs created since 1982. 
Since November 1982, employment of 
women is up 19 percent. Many women hold 
high-paying managerial and professional 
jobs; women’s entry into top management 
has grown greatly since 1980. Women’s real 
median income grew more than 15 percent 
between 1981 and 1986. Women are start- 
ing small businesses at twice the rate of 
men, and the gap in wages is steadily clos- 
ing. 


Women’s roles continue to grow in other 
areas, too, such as public service. In this 
Administration, 1,308 women have 
achieved senior policy-level positions, and, 
at all levels of government, 3,039 women 
have accepted at least one Presidential ap- 
pointment. In just the first term of this Ad- 
ministration, 37 women served as Presiden- 
tial assistants. During this Administration, 
32 women have received lifetime appoint- 
ments to the Federal judiciary, and one of 
them serves as a Supreme Court Justice. 
Four of the ten female Cabinet members in 
our entire history have served in this Ad- 
ministration. 

On this day, let us recount women’s ac- 
complishments and celebrate. But let us 
also reaffirm, individually and as communi- 
ties and a Nation, our determination to seek 
a future of increasing economic freedom, 
prosperity, and equal opportunity in which 
all our citizens can fully and freely develop 
their talents and reach for their dreams for 
the good of others. 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim August 26, 1988, as 
Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi- 
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand this twenty-fifth day of August, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 


and eighty-eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 5:14 p.m., August 25, 1988] 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





August 26 

The President recess-appointed Robert 
Bigger Oakley, of Louisiana, a career 
member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Career Minister, to be Ambassador 
to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 


issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released August 23 


Fact sheet: 


Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988 








Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved August 16} 


H.R. 2213 / Public Law 100-394 
Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of 1988 


H.R. 2629 / Public Law 100-395 

To amend the Alaska National Interest 
Lands Conservation Act of 1980 to clarify 
the conveyance and ownership of sub- 
merged lands by Alaska Natives, Native 
Corporations and the State of Alaska 


SJ. Res. 294 / Public Law 100-396 
Designating August 9, 1988, as “National 
Neighborhood Crime Watch Day” 


SJ. Res. 350 / Public Law 100-397 
Designating Labor Day Weekend, Septem- 
ber 3-5, 1988, as “National Drive for Life 
Weekend” 


Approved August 17+ 


H.R. 3932 / Public Law 100-398 
Presidential Transitions Effectiveness Act 


H.R. 3980 / Public Law 100-399 
Agricultural Credit Technical Corrections 
Act of 1988 


HJ. Res. 138 / Public Law 100-400 

To authorize and request the President to 
issue a proclamation designating the third 
Sunday of August 1988 as “National Senior 
Citizens Day” 


HJ. Res. 140 / Public Law 100-401 
Designating August 12, 1988, as “National 
Civil Rights Day” 


S. 2200 / Public Law 100-402 

To amend Public Law 90-498 to provide 
for the designation of National Hispanic 
Heritage Month 


S. 892 / Private Law 10U-16 

To remove the right of reversion to the 
United States in lands owned by the 
Shriners Hospitals for Crippled Children on 
lands formerly owned by the United States 
in Salt Lake County, Utah 


1 These acts were not received in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 
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Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved August 19° 


H.R. 4676 / Public Law 100-403 

To amend the Temporary Child Care for 
Handicapped Children and Crisis Nurseries 
Act of 1986 to extend through the fiscal 
year 1989 the authorities contained in such 
Act 


H.R. 4800 / Public Law 100-404 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment—Independent Agencies Appropria- 
ticns Act, 1989 


HJ. Res. 525 / Public Law 100-405 
To designate the month of November 1988 
as “National Hospice Month” 


S. 1979 / Public Law 100-406 
To establish the Grays Harbor National 
Wildlife Refuge 


S. 2561 / Public Law 100-407 
Technology-Related Assistance for 
Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988 


Approved August 20 


H.R. 1414 / Public Law 100-428 
Price-Anderson Amendments Act of 1988 


H.R. 1860 / Public Law 100-409 
Federal Land Exchange Facilitation Act of 
1988 


Approved August 22 


H.R. 3431 / Public Law 100-410 

To release a reversionary interest of the 
United States in a certain parcel of land 
located in Bay County, Florida 


H.R. 3617 / Public Law 100-411 

To settle certain land claims of the Cou- 
shatta Tribe of Louisiana against the United 
States, to authorize the use and distribution 
of the settlement funds, and for other pur- 
poses 


H.R. 3880 / Public Law 100-412 

To extend the authorization of the Upper 
Delaware Citizens Advisory Council for an 
additional ten years 
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Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved August 22—Continued 


H.R. 4458 / Public Law 100-413 
Parimutuel Licensing Simplification Act of 
1988 


H.R. 4694 / Public Law 100-414 

To amend the Perishable Agricultural Com- 
modities Act to increase the statutory ceil- 
ings on license fees 


H.R. 4754 / Public Law 100-415 

To amend the Pennsylvania Avenue Devel- 
opment Corporation Act of 1972 to author- 
ize appropriations for implementation -of 
the development plan for Pennsylvania 
Avenue between the Capitol and the White 
House, and for other purposes 


H.R. 5141 / Public Law 100-416 
To delay temporarily certain regulations re- 
lating to sea turtle conservation 


Acts Approved—Continued 


Approved August 22—Continued 


HJ. Res. 417 / Public Law 100-417 
Designating May 1989 as “Neurofibromato- 
sis Awareness Month” 


Approved August 23 


H.R. 4848 / Public Law 100-418 
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988 





Editor’s Note 





The President was in Los Angeles, CA, on 
August 26, the closing date of this issue. 
Releases and announcements issued by the 
Office of the Press Secretary, but not te- 
ceived in time for inclusion, will be printed 
next week. 
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